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Member Spotlight - Randy & Denise Cooksey

We want to continue our series of Member Spotlights of the married couples in the band, some 
of which are charter members having performed with the group since its inception.  This issue 
we feature Denise and Randy Cooksey.  Denise can be found sitting just to the left of the director 
in the flute section and Randy is a member of the trumpet section.  Both have been featured 
soloists with the group several times.

Tell us about your family. -- Randy - Well, I’m very crazy about Denise, my wife, she’s an 
excellent musician and athlete.  My two daughters, Ann and Mary are wonderful mothers and 
both are professional nurses; my son Jim is a US Marine officer.  I’m very proud of them all.  We 
are blessed with 4 grandchildren and one super son-in-law.  Denise - I’ve been married to my 
wonderful husband for 24 years.  I have 2 sisters and a brother and mother living in Florida near 
my brother.  I came from a family of brainiacs...so don’t know where I came from!

Tell us about your careers and education. -- Randy - I’ve studied and taught instrumental music, classes in Kodaly, art  science, 
and reading.  Denise - I have degrees in music performance from the U of I and Bradley.  I also am a fitness instructor at 5-Pts 
where I work in several departments) and Riverplex...I teach private flute lessons, and am an adjunct flute instructor at ICC and Knox 
College...I direct the Knox flute choir which I formed 3 years ago.

What got you started in music? -- Randy - My family was very musical.  My piano lessons started at age 4!  I’ve always wanted 
to play cornet/trumpet.  I started at age 10.  Denise - As a kid, I wanted to play oboe or French horn, but my mom had a flute in the 
closet .  I started on flute and was told I could switch but never did.

How, when, and where did you two meet?  We met each other attending PWE rehearsals!!

What other groups have you performed with? -- Randy - I’ve been lucky.  I have played with orchestras, bands, swing groups, 
German Bands, and much music at churches, and PWE.  Denise - I play in the Peoria Symphony ( 32 years) Municipal Band ( 30 
ish) Opera Illinois when it was going strong, PWE since the second year of inception, St. Martin Chamber Players, and the Ivy Trio.

Why did you choose to perform with the PWE?  Don Lewellen invited both of us to participate.  Randy is a charter member.

What has been your PWE highlight? Highlights include our trips to Europe, Washington D.C., the first year at BOA at ISU, Great 
soloists, and spending time with the many great friends has been a blessing for many years!

Do you have any other hobbies or interests? -- Randy - My other interests include grandchild care, yard work, restoring 
instruments and bicycles and trying to play golf.  Denise - Other hobbies...triathlons!  Completing my first full Ironman last November 
was a thrill.  My husband accompanied me to Florida and was in charge of the camera from 5 AM to well after midnight.  This year I 
qualified for Nationals in Olympic Distance triathlons and compete ( I use the term loosely) for team USA.  I also rescue cats, and do 
pet sitting.

Favorite Book? – Randy - Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn, and Arban’s.  Denise - The Coming Plague ( a book on viruses and emerging 
bacteria)....facinating...the other book would be Beyond the Quantum.  A book for lay people on quantum physics.  

What will we always find in your refrigerator? Sweet Tea, Juice, Cat food and Randy’s nose!!

What actors would you choose to play you in a movie? -- Randy - Well, George Clooney comes close to my looks; Dan Aykroyd 
is musical and tells great jokes.  Denise - Danny DaVito....I know...

What is your Walter Mitty Fantasy? -- Randy - I’ve always wanted to own and pilot many aircraft....like John Travolta!
Denise - Winning the Lottery so I can fund all my favorite musical groups and animal rescue groups!  I’d start an animal sanctuary!!

Sunday October 10th at 2:30 pm
Illinois Central College Performing Arts Center

Our first concert will be on Sunday, October 10, 2:30 and 
will feature guest soloist Tammy Hamilton-Weaver and guest 
conductor Stewart McKechnie.  Tammy is a member of our clarinet 
section but on this concert will be singing selections from  “La 
Boheme” and “Mame.”  She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music 
Education from Western Illinois University and Master of Arts Degree in Music Education with an emphasis in Clarinet 
and Voice from Western Illinois University. She is currently teaching K-12 Music - Band, Choral and general music in 
The Astoria Illinois Schools. This is her third year teaching in Astoria. She is also the Music Director at the First Baptist 
Church in Canton, Illinois. Tammy has played in the Prairie Wind Ensemble for 9 years and  the Peoria Municipal Band 
for the last two seasons.  She is also very involved with theatre and is currently on the Board of Directors and serves 
as the Season Production Chairperson/VP for the Fulton County Playhouse where she has directed or been involved 
with over 25 productions. She has been married to her husband Randy for almost 3 years.  They have 4 beautiful furry 
children, a feisty terrier named Pizzicato, a large mix named Cody, a beautiful Maine Coon named Dolce and a small 
feline furball named Sousa.  Stew is a retired music educator from Elmwood where he currently serves as the Elmwood 
Community Band director.  Stew just completed his 50th season with that group, and in that time he only missed THREE 
concerts! Stew will be conducting the orchestral transcription “Lustspiel” by Keler Bela.

Other selections on the concert are: Procession of the Nobles – Rimsky-Korsakov, arr. Leidzen
                                                         Canzona – Peter Mennin
                                                         Emperata Overture – Claude T. Smith
                                                         Saratoga Quickstep – Morton Gould
                                                         Colonial Song – Percy Grainger
                                                         Rhapsodic Celebration – Robert Sheldon
                                                         Selections from “Les Miserables” – Arranged by Barker  

Don’t Miss the Rest of Our Season
Friday, December 10 @ 7:30
Thursday, March 10 @ 7:30
Thursday, May 12 @ 7:30

PWE to share a concert with WIU Wind Ensemble

The PWE will hit the road on March 3rd and head 
to Macomb where they will share the stage at the 
COFAC Hall with the Western Illinois University Wind 
Ensemble.  “We hope to venture out at least once 
a year to other communities in order to allow more 
people in Central Illinois to know about the PWE,” 
says Board President and bass trombonist, Dan 
Dietrich.  Dr. Michael Fansler is the conducting of the 
WIU group.  More information on this concert will be 
in future newslettes. 

PWE to perform at State Music Educator’s 
Convention in January 

As part of a clinic, presented by PWE conductor, 
Robert Sheldon, the PWE will be performing in the 
Peoria Civic Center at the Illinois Music Educator’s 
Association All State Convention on Friday, January 
28th.  This will be fourth appearance of the PWE 
at this event which is attended by well over 4000 
educators and 800 student performers.
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WELCOME
This is our third year of a quarterly newsletter that will inform the public about Central Illinois’ premier adult concert 
band, the Prairie Wind Ensemble.  This group of 70 professional and semi-professional musicians, established in 1978, 
performs four times each year on the campus of Illinois Central College and presents to its audience only the best of 
concert band music.  Our mission is to:

1) Contribute positively to the musical environment it serves whether 
local, state, national or international;
2) Provide an opportunity for individual musical expression and growth 
among membership;
3) Provide an opportunity for contact between and among musicians 
of advanced proficiency;
4) Reaffirm the community concert band position in American music.

Each of our concerts generally represents a theme and this year 
we have four wonderful programs planned for our audience.  Each 
concert will also feature a soloist.  Our first three soloists of the year 
come from the members of the band or selected area adult musicians 
and the fourth is the winner of our Earl Barnes Student Soloist 

Contest, featuring a talented high school musician on our concert in May.  A guest conductor from the group is also 
selected for each concert. Since the membership of the PWE is for the most part area music educators, we encourage 
them to front the group and share their musicianship from the podium as well.

Our Director
Robert Sheldon has been the director of the PWE for the 
past seven years, succeeding our founder Dr. Donald 
Lewellen.  Bob is internationally recognized as one of the 
world’s finest band music composers and conductors.  
Bob’s primary position at this time is chief editor of the 
band music division of Alfred Music.  He has experience 
teaching at all levels and you can read more about him 
on our website.

Bob’s Spring and Summer schedule included:
Western Michigan University Honor Band, Kalamazoo MI
All-New England Intercollegiate Honor Band, Boston MA
Sousa Foundation HS Honor Band, Harrison AR
Miller School of the Arts, Akron OH
University of Dayton, Dayton OH
University of Missouri Kansas City, Kansas City MO
Shattinger Music, St. Louis MO
Stanton’s Music, Columbus OH
The Music Shoppe, Normal and Champaign IL
JWPepper Summer Symposium, Valley Forge PA
Texas Bandmasters Convention, San Antonio TX
Arkansas Bandmasters Convention, Ft. Smith AR
Victoria Band Festival, Melbourne, Australia
St. John’s Music Reading Band, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada
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We have a Website!!!!  
Our latest news and information can also be found at the PWE website:

www.prairiewindensemble.com

Tickets
The Box Office at the ICC Performing Arts Center (309/694-5136) is open for 
ticket sales Monday through Friday from 8 AM until 3 PM.  On concert days, the 
box office is also open starting 90 minutes before the concert.  There is a nominal 
charge for adult tickets and a reduced rate for students and seniors.  Children 
under 12 are free.

Order Season Tickets for the 2010-2011 Season today!

Log onto our website to find a printable season ticket order 
blank.  Use the same form to order individual tickets.

www.prairiewindensemble.com

PWE Member’s Summer Escapades
Dan Dietrich retired from teaching after 30 years at IVC HS.  He is now 
working part time in the repair shop at Kidder Music and will be the stage 
manager for the Peoria Symphony Orchestra.  

Christine Vandre (Fr. Horn) attended her great niece’s 1 year birthday 
celebration in Waukesha, Wisconsin.   We can tell she is going to be just 
like her great aunt, she ate her birthday cake in her underwear! “ I climbed 
a ladder to paint our semi-new bathroom (which you all can see at this 
years PWE party) but I did not climb a famous mountain.....”

Carl Anderson (trombone) and Jason Shea (St. Bass) went scuba diving in 
Curacao.

Ed Winkler and his wife went to the D.C. area & heard the U.S. 
MARINE BAND on the steps of the capitol building. “What an incredible 
performance! We were blessed with both a trombone and clarinet solo 
that evening, and the trombone soloist surprised us with an encore - 
Shenandoah... beautifully done!”


